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A former attorney accused of possessing images of children engaged in
sexual acts walked free Thursday after his attorney argued that sioppy
language was included in a search warrant that police used to seize
images from his home computer in Battle Ground. John P. Blount, 62,
pleaded guilty Thursday in Clark County Superior Court to a lesser charge
of misdemeanor indecent exposure as part of a plea deal. He received a
12-month suspended sentence.

Blount entered an Alford plea, a legal maneuver in which he did not admit
guilt but pleaded guilty in exchange for Senior Deputy Prosecutor Camara
Banfield's agreement to dismiss the felony charges.

He was originally charged with five counts of first-degree possession of
depictions of a minor engaged in sexually explicit conduct. if he had been
convicted of all of the charges, he would have faced a prison sentence of
five years and would have had to register as a sex offender for a period of
10 years.

'Too broad'

Blount's attorney, Steven Thayer of Vancouver, said the search warrant
issued to Battle Ground police was too broad and failed to identify a
particular crime for which to search for evidence. Law enforcement aiso
lacked sufficient probable cause to search Blount's computer, Thayer
said.

Blount's wife, Cindy, reported to Battle Ground police in July 2011 that
she found child pornography on the couple’s home computer. But before
the search warrant was issued, she called back to report that Blount had
deleted the images, apparently out of fear that she would find them.

At that point, "probable cause had evaporated,” Thayer said.

Nevertheless, the search warrant was issued, and police investigators
seized several depictions of minors engaged in sexually explicit conduct
on Blount's computer, according to court documents.

That evidence likely wouldn't have been admissible in a trial because of
the problems with the search warrant, Thayer said.

"But for that, | probably would not have (agreed to the plea deal)," said
Judge Scott Collier on Thursday. "It's also an issue of fairness and
consistency."”
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Thayer said that Blount has been in counseling for the past two years
since the case was reported and has made good progress. He has no
previous criminal history. Blount was registered as an attorney with the
Oregon State Bar from 1984 to 1991, when he resigned. He was never a
member of the Washington State Bar Association, according to a WSBA
employee who conducted a search.

"I would like the court to recognize my regret," Blount said. "... | don't
think I'll have a problem reoffending in the future.”

Paris Achen: 360-735-4551; http:/ftwitter.com/Col_Courts;
http://facebook.com/ColTrends; paris.achen@columbian.com.
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